Mary Tavy Parish Council

Notes from January meeting 2016
The January meeting was attended by all 5 Councillors and of course by the Parish Clerk, Mrs. Kerri Higham. One member of the public was also present. 

The public meeting was preceded by a short presentation on the opportunities for community energy projects which was given by Mr. Andrew Shadrake of the Devon Association of Renewable Energy. DARE is a social enterprise group which offers independent advice and information on all renewable energy technologies. While it is highly unlikely that opportunities for such projects exist at this time in Mary Tavy, Councillors are aware that they need to be better informed on this very important subject. Indeed, we have asked for a further briefing on the latest aspects of the different technologies currently available such as photovoltaic energy, biomass heating, hydropower and solar energy. 

The most significant outcome of the January meeting was the formal adoption of the proposed budget for the coming financial year 2016 ~ 2017. It is of course a legal requirement for a Parish Council to set a budget as it details not only how much money it will require for operational purposes but, in general terms, what it will be spent on. Once the budget is set the Council requests the Tier 2 authority, WDBC, to collect this sum, known as the precept, from the tax payer as part of its overall Council Tax demand. The important point for local tax payers is that MTPC has, by reducing its expenditure where possible and by using its reclaimed VAT, reduced the precept demand by 2%. Parishioners should see this very modest reduction as a clear indicator of the financial prudence embraced by the current Council. We are sure you will all have realised that our very modest precept reduction will not greatly affect the size of your Council Tax bill. Other local agencies are of course being faced with grave financial problems when trying to deliver essential services and have little choice but to ask for higher levels of funding. That being said, we do not believe that parish precepts should automatically be increased to cover possible reductions in non-statutory services provided by other levels of local government. Nor do we subscribe to the concept of collecting tax payers’ money and, through somewhat creative accounting, feeding it into the reserves to fund the vague possibility of future projects. Parishioners can be assured that all projects and services created or adopted by this Parish Council will only become policy after thorough investigation and in-depth financial assessment.

Our Emergency Warden (aka Councillor John Hill) has reminded the Council that we need to update our Contingency Plan for self-help in case of extreme emergency. The requirement for such a plan, which applies to all communities, is set out in the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. While this sounds rather dramatic, parishioners should not be alarmed by such planning as the vast majority of emergencies will be promptly dealt with by the emergency services, the appropriate local authority or a major utility company. The main aims of this plan are to enable the parish to respond in a co-ordinated and robust manner, to enhance community resilience and to provide a valuable blue-print for the emergency services when they arrive on the scene. The basic foundation for this planning is knowing who has specific skills, who has appropriate equipment and where it is stored and who can offer reserve facilities. I have been asked to draw your attention to the special form which can be downloaded from our website which, once completed, will give us the information we need to comply with this legal requirement. If you have provided information before, please check if there are changes to what you can offer or indeed what you would need in a major emergency. While it is unlikely that we will ever be faced with such a level of difficulty we would all do well to remember the famous quotation “Hope for the best, plan for the worst and prepare to be surprised.”

A full version of the Parish Council Minutes can be found on the Parish Council board outside the Post Office or via our website after approval.
www.marytavyparishcouncil.co.uk
Councillor Peter Jarvis 
