Mary Tavy Parish Council
With freezing conditions now affecting our roads our Emergency & Snow Warden (aka Councillor John Hill) has informed us that all the salt / grit bins in the parish have been topped up and are ready for use. Additional bags have also been placed in strategic locations. If you encounter hazardous road conditions, please take the time to spread a light covering of the grit across the affected area. Parishioners who take such positive action must take the greatest care and on no account place themselves or their vehicles in danger from other less careful road users. It surely goes without saying that the contents of these bags and bins should not be used on private drives or carparks. 

The most significant development in Council business has been the formal adoption of the proposed budget for the coming financial year 2016 ~ 2017. It is of course a legal requirement for a Parish Council to set a budget as it details not only how much money it will require for operational purposes but, in general terms, what it will be spent on. Once the budget is set the Council requests the Tier 2 authority, WDBC, to collect this sum, known as the precept, from the tax payer as part of its overall Council Tax demand. The important point for local tax payers is that MTPC has, by reducing its expenditure where possible and by using its reclaimed VAT, reduced the precept demand by 2%. Parishioners should see this very modest reduction as a clear indicator of the financial prudence embraced by the current Council. We are sure you will all have realised that our very modest precept reduction will not greatly affect the size of your Council Tax bill. Other local agencies are of course being faced with grave financial problems when trying to deliver essential services and have little choice but to ask for higher levels of funding. That being said, we do not believe that parish precepts should automatically be increased to cover possible reductions in non-statutory services provided by other levels of local government. Nor do we subscribe to the concept of collecting tax payers’ money and, through somewhat creative accounting, feeding it into the reserves to fund the vague possibility of future projects. Parishioners can be assured that all projects and services created or adopted by this Parish Council will only become policy after thorough investigation and in-depth financial assessment.

While MTPC will continue to press for our fair share of public services we do believe that the inevitable reductions created by budget cuts can be partly addressed by a pragmatic approach on the part of both residents and Parish Council. Put simply “self-help” must be an important part of our response. One way in which we can all ease the pressure on the police is to take positive steps regarding security of our property and possessions. Valuable items left on open display with open windows and unlocked doors all serve to encourage opportunist theft. We have been reminded by the police that a favourite target for thieves is an unlocked garage, garden shed or workshop. Such places often contain expensive equipment which can disappear in the proverbial blink of an eye. Please stay safe and secure and report all suspicious activity to the police.

The problem of speeding traffic on the A386 and indeed on our local roads is well known as are the regular speed checks carried out by the police and the local Community Speed Watch team. We were delighted to hear of School Speed Watch in action (see page 2) with pupils from our primary school taking their own positive steps to deter unthinking motorists. Once again this is “self-help” in action. Councillors hope that none of those pulled over for exceeding the speed limit were Mary Tavy residents as having to face local children would have been acutely embarrassing. 

Our Emergency Warden has also reminded the Council that we need to update our Contingency Plan for self-help in case of extreme emergency. The requirement for such a plan, which applies to all communities, is set out in the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. While this sounds rather dramatic, parishioners should not be alarmed by such planning as the vast majority of emergencies will be promptly dealt with by the emergency services, the appropriate local authority or a major utility company. The main aims of this plan are to enable the parish to respond in a co-ordinated and robust manner, to enhance community resilience and to provide a valuable blue-print for the emergency services when they arrive on the scene. The basic foundation for this planning is knowing who has specific skills, who has appropriate equipment and where it is stored and who can offer reserve facilities. I have been asked to draw your attention to the special form which can be downloaded from our website which, once completed, will give us the information we need to comply with this legal requirement. If you have provided information before, please check if there are changes to what you can offer or indeed what you would need in a major emergency. While it is unlikely that we will ever be faced with such a level of difficulty we would all do well to remember the famous quotation “Hope for the best, plan for the worst and prepare to be surprised.”

Councillor Peter Jarvis 
