Mary Tavy Parish Council
The February meeting was attended by all 5 Councillors and the Parish Clerk, Mrs. Kerri Higham. 4 members of the public were also present which included Mrs. Annabel Roberts a Mary Tavy parishioner who is also the West Devon Borough Councillor for the Dartmoor Ward.
I am pleased to report that Councillors and Clerk recently met with Mr. Stephen Belli, Head of Planning at the DNPA. The meeting was positive and a range of planning topics relating to Mary Tavy was discussed. Councillors now have a greater appreciation of the subtleties of the planning process and how they affect specific planning applications. The routine work of contributing to planning applications forwarded by the DNPA has continued unabated with one Friday afternoon seeing our Planning Committee deal with 7 individual cases. Virtually all applications are accorded a site visit and the merits of each case are discussed in detail at a public meeting. A recent application was a proposal to erect the first Airband mast on a farm in the parish. Airband is the company that has contracted to provide high speed internet access for Dartmoor. The Airband system provides superfast broadband services using radio signals rather than cables. This system requires the erection of a number of 12m high “telegraph” type poles to which the transmitting and receiving antennae are fitted. For domestic properties to be able to access this service, line of sight to one of these poles seems to be the requirement. We can expect a number of similar applications to come before us in the immediate future as Airband expect to be operational by the end of 2016.
A matter allied to planning that has caused us concern and some frustration is the number of requests from DNPA for us to review proposed tree work in the Mary Tavy Conservation Area. While we appreciate the environmental and aesthetic importance of trees we have no formal qualifications in arboreal matters and generally limit our responses to safety matters and the protection of property. Despite our reservations we are attempting to work with the DNPA Trees and Landscape Officer and we are keen to promote to all landowners the need for active and positive tree management programmes on their properties.
The recent persistent and heavy rain caused some localised flooding, much of it due to blocked drains, culverts and pipes. The Emergency Warden, Cllr John Hill, was kept very busy and he and the lengthsman carried out various emergency works in the parish. Despite such efforts the sheer volume of water running off already saturated ground tended to overwhelm traditional drains but there is also clear evidence that problems were caused by inadequate maintenance of drains and ditches on private land. MTPC is doing all it can to obtain additional funding to pay for work to be carried out by the local lengthsman. However, parishioners must be realistic and accept that, no matter how much preventative work is undertaken or emergency clearance carried out, some properties will remain at risk. If you can identify unaddressed drainage problems, please contact Cllr John Hill or the Parish Clerk so that appropriate measures can be put into place. We must also ask all residents to properly maintain drains and gullies on their property not only for their own benefit but for their neighbours as well.
On rare occasions Councillors receive letters of complaint which cause us great concern particularly when they are based on misconception or they seek to distort known facts to suit an individual’s sense of personal grievance. Recently one disaffected parishioner made adverse comment on the “columns” I write for each edition of the Jubilee Newsletter. I must make it clear that the submissions I write for both the Jubilee Newsletter and the Blackdown News are undertaken on behalf of MTPC with the full agreement and support of my fellow Councillors. In essence they are the “official voice” of the Council and seek to bring to the attention of parishioners the issues and concerns we deal with on behalf of the entire community. Councillors decided that this method of communication not only satisfies the requirements of “Best Practice” and the “Transparency Code” but is a far cheaper option than returning to producing our own publication. Once printed and published the submissions are also to be found on our website. The Council pays a fee to the Jubilee Group equivalent to purchasing advertising space but in return gains entry into a quality publication which is supplied and delivered free of charge to all households in Mary Tavy. We are of course also deeply grateful to the publishers of the PCC magazine, The Blackdown News, for the opportunity each month to use space in their publication free of charge.
A full version of the Parish Council Minutes can be found on the Parish Council board outside the Post Office or via our website after approval. www.marytavyparishcouncil.co.uk
Councillor Peter Jarvis 
