Mary Tavy Parish Council December 2015
The November meeting was attended by all 5 Councillors and 1 member of the public. Despite our removal of the restrictions previously applied to Parishioners’ Time no questions or comments were tabled by the public. Much of the meeting was taken up with routine business and a full record of this and all our deliberations can be found in the official Minutes which are published on our parish noticeboard and website.
Parishioners will no doubt be pleased to hear that the Head of Planning of the DNPA has agreed to a meeting with members of the Council and has asked us to suggest a list of topics and questions to shape the meeting. This offer has been accepted and if we gain any further information concerning major developments within our community we will of course bring them to your attention. The first signs of success are also beginning to show in our campaign to improve road safety in the vicinity of our Primary School. Councillor John Hill, who has led the investigation into this problem, has informed us that the Board of Governors has agreed to enter into discussions with DCC with regard to the provision of additional road / warning signs at the bottom of Bal Lane. This is a particularly difficult area as children have to walk along the road to reach the school playing fields. 
As part of our review structure we have looked at our grass cutting and maintenance programmes. The grass area known rather grandly as Blackdown Village Green which lies to the rear of Standard Court and the Royal Standard public house has for many years been maintained by contractors employed by MTPC. The work has not always gone smoothly with complaints about dog fouling from contractors and claims of insufficient work being carried out from local residents. Much to the surprise of all Councillors research has shown that this small area of grass does not in fact belong to the Council and that no steps have ever been taken to bring it under public control. Faced with ever escalating costs and a requirement to justify proper expenditure of public funds MTPC made the decision to terminate maintenance of this area. To our great delight local residents have risen to the challenge and have taken over responsibility for this area. The “Green” is now well maintained and presented. We would like to offer our congratulations to all the residents who acted in such a positive manner.
While MTPC will continue to press other authorities for our fair share of public services we do believe that the inevitable reductions created by budget cuts can only be addressed through a pragmatic approach on the part of both residents and the Parish Council. Put simply, “self-help” must be an important part of our response. One way in which we can all ease the pressure on our police service is to take positive steps regarding security of our property and possessions. Valuable items left in open display with open windows and unlocked doors all serve to encourage opportunist theft. Please take the obvious steps to improve your personal security and report all suspicious activity to the police. 
In much the same way we can all play our part in dealing with the spread of Japanese Knotweed. As readers of the Jubilee Group newsletter will have noted a local resident, Martin Evans, is undertaking an in-depth survey of the scale of infestation. This survey is the vital first stage in constructing a comprehensive programme for the eradication of this highly invasive and damaging plant. This programme will be undertaken by the Jubilee Group with the support of the DNPA. If you can help build the picture please contact Martin on 810959.
In conclusion MTPC would like to pass on its congratulations to the Jubilee Group for yet another impressive and successful bonfire night celebration. Equally it was very pleasing to see the large number of adults and children who braved unpleasant weather to attend the Act of Remembrance at the war memorial on the Sunday 8th November.
Councillor Peter Jarvis 
