Mary Tavy Parish Council November 2015
The October meeting was attended by all 5 Councillors and 2 parishioners. During “Parishioners’ Time” a local resident asked if the Council had received notification from the Planning Department of DNPA of new plans for the redundant garage site beside the A386 within the village. He was assured that we had received no new information but as the site was being offered for sale the Council would make a full investigation into the matter. This in one of a considerable number of issues relating to Mary Tavy which Councillors wish to discuss with the Chief Planning Officer of the DNPA. It is the intention of the Parish Council to keep the local community informed about any proposals or changes relating to the development of sites such as this. 
Amendments to our Standing Orders have produced a major change to “Parishioners’’ Time” held prior to the start of a monthly Council meeting. Parishioners may now raise any item relevant to the business of the Parish Council. This opportunity is, for practical reasons, still limited to a maximum of 5 minutes per person and 15 minutes of discussion time in total. We are always pleased to hear of your concerns and we will deal with issues that you raise as quickly as possible. Parishioners may also bring their concerns to the attention of the Parish Clerk or directly to a Council member.
The vexatious matter of road safety and parking within the vicinity of our Primary School is still very much on our agenda. Sadly consultations with Devon Highways and associated bodies have yielded a far from positive response. Indeed it would seem that improving parking for our successful Primary School and the free flow of essential traffic comes a poor second to making efforts to manipulate and change the attitudes of parents who deliver their children to school by car. As we do not live in an ideal locality for pedestrian access to our school a compromise over the provision of parking and safe road usage must be possible. All road users must be made properly aware of the hazards in this part of our village which include the movement of children to and from the school playing field in Warren Road. The Parish Council is determined to achieve improvements to the current situation and our thanks go to Councillor John Hill who has already devoted a considerable amount of time to investigating this matter.
A formal progress report on the investigations into the cemetery extension proposed by the previous Council was presented and discussed by Councillors. Initial capacity claims made by the previous Council have proved to be optimistic in the extreme and further negotiations with SW Water over size will have to take place. We hope to make a public presentation on this complex and expensive proposal early in the New Year.
Local organisations should be aware that we are currently discussing new arrangements and rules regarding the award of grants and donations from Council funds. Councillors are very aware that they are obliged to take all possible measures to ensure that awards are fully justified and that recipients make full and proper use of the funds provided. Organisations which fail to use such funds within an approved time-period or for the stated purpose are likely to be required to return the money as are those which cease to operate within the community. The Council of course can offer no guarantee as to the likely scale of provision for grants and donations in the coming months. Prudence is always our watchword when dealing with public funds.
Councillor Peter Jarvis 
