Mary Tavy Parish Council October 2015
The September meeting was attended by all 5 Councillors and 3 parishioners. During Parishioners’ Time 2 Horndon residents gave an update on the ownership of a small piece of land suitable for the siting of a community noticeboard in their locality. A meeting had been held with a DNPA Planning Officer who had confirmed that the land in question was common land without a registered owner. Councillors were also informed that if the land were to be officially adopted by MTPC Planning Consent would be unnecessary. The PC was asked to investigate further and during the formal meeting, after thorough discussion, the Clerk was instructed to look into the legal process and the associated costs. 
Parishioners will be pleased to note that our Clerk has submitted a refund of VAT claim for the period Sept. 2012 to Aug. 2015. This should result in a repayment of £1243. Unfortunately we were unable to reclaim a further £45 as the payments concerned occurred outside the maximum reclaim period of the previous 3 years. It is hoped that savings such as this will allow us to restrict next year’s precept demand.
Investigative research into the cemetery extension proposed by the previous Council continues. We thought that definitive guidance on boundary construction had been secured from the DNPA. However, it now appears that this is only “Best Advice” and that other options may be possible. A conclusion can only be obtained through a formal Planning Application which we have always seen as a final stage only undertaken once all relevant issues have been resolved. This seems to be a case of “one step forward and two backwards.” However we are delighted to have received an offer of assistance from the Principal of a parish based Quantity Surveying Practice, Mendax Ltd. We can only hope that with their support and advice we can make greater progress with this project.
I have been asked to remind all parishioners who visit family graves in the Parish cemetery of the regulation which bans the use of glass containers to hold floral tributes. The contractor employed by us to maintain the cemetery has reported that he was very fortunate to have escaped serious injury when a glass container shattered during the strimming of grass around a grave. As this is a serious Health & Safety issue we are required to take immediate remedial action. Therefore it is our intention to remove glass containers from the cemetery without further notice or discussion. We of course prefer to administer the cemetery with the co-operation and support of the community and we ask you all to assist us in dealing with this difficult matter.
Councillors have also expressed concern on behalf of several parishioners over the disposal or continued retention of documents and photographs donated to the now defunct Mary Tavy History Society. The Society which existed between 2007 and 2013 set itself up to collect information relating to the history of our Parish for the benefit of future generations and to make the resulting archive available to the public. The level of achievement of this short-lived Society is unclear but a level of dissatisfaction appears to exist within the local community. As MTPC made significant grants to this organisation we believe we have an obligation to investigate. Therefore, any resident with information about donated and unaccounted-for documents is asked to contact the Parish Clerk so that a register may be compiled. On receipt of such information all necessary measures will be taken to bring matters to a satisfactory conclusion.
The Minutes of this meeting and full contact details will be placed on the Mary Tavy website and on the Council noticeboard in due course.
Councillor Peter Jarvis 
